Study of reactivation of chronic hepatitis delta infection.
Five patients with chronic hepatitis delta virus (HDV) infection suffered spontaneous episodes of liver enzyme elevation on a background of otherwise biochemically stable liver disease. In all five patients these episodes were accompanied by a rise in serum levels of anti-HDV IgM, HDV antigen and HDV RNA. These episodes of increased HDV replication accompanied by biochemical evidence of liver injury are reminiscent of reactivation in chronic hepatitis B. Surges of increased HDV replication may be important in the progression of liver disease in chronic HDV infection.